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ROCKFORD LAESTADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
741 Ibarra Avenue NE 

Buffalo, MN  55313 
Phone: (763) 497-8211 

www.rllchurch.org 
 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Rockford Laestadian Lutheran Church (RLLC).  Our mission is 
to preach the gospel of repentance and remission of sins to the people of our 
community and throughout the world so that they might become partakers with 
us of the grace that God offers sin-fallen man in His Son Jesus Christ. 

This booklet is provided to you to help you transition into our congregation and 
provide up to date information for current members. This booklet contains a 
brief history of our congregation, its organizational structure, duties and 
responsibilities of our members, and most importantly how to become a 
member.   

 
HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER 

 
We warmly welcome all to freely enjoy the services, activities, and discussions 
at our church. If you consider this your home congregation we would encourage 
you to become a member of our congregation.  
 
Membership of RLLC is simply described in the Constitution and Bylaws of our 
church. This document states that for a person to be a member, they must be in 
living faith through either remaining in faith from childhood or through new birth 
through repentance and the forgiveness of sins through faith in Christ Jesus 
according to the Bible. In addition, a member shall pay the minimum dues 
amount of $240 per year to support the Church.  
 
If you want to become a member we ask that you provide us with a “RLLC 
Membership Record Form” and to start paying dues as you are able to support 
the work of the congregation. The membership form can be found in the back of 
the church or in the Resources tab of the RLLC website. To ensure accurate 
church records fill out a form for each member of your family. Give your form(s) 
to any board member or placed in the suggestions box in the narthex. Church 
dues can be paid by cash or check in the donations box in the narthex or in the 

http://www.rllchurch.org/
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collection plate, by text, or by credit card at the bookstore or at the church 
website (www.rllchurch.org). 
 
We hope that this handbook is helpful in answering your questions about being 
a member of RLLC. If you have further questions please contact any board 
member. We welcome your comments and questions. 
 
The Board of Trustees 
 Chairman: Jeremy Glynn 
 Vice Chairman: Loren Hillukka 
 
 Secretary: Jeffrey Hanson 
 Assistant Secretary: Mark Pikkarainen 
 
 Treasurer:  Lars Anderson  
 Assistant Treasurer: Paul Loukusa 
 
 Trustees: Doug Keskey 
  Eric Oja 
  Dale Skoog 
   
 
 Ex-Officio Trustees: Jouko Haapsaari 
  Richard Nevala 
 

http://www.rllchurch.org/
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RLLC SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday Morning Services ....................................  10:30 AM 

    (Communion Service 1st Sunday of each month) 

Sunday School (pre-school – 9th grade) Sunday at  9:15 AM (Sept – May) 

Sunday Evening Service/Discussion ...................  6:30 PM 

Wednesday Evening - Bible Class, Song Services, or 

 Home Services (1st Wednesday in February, April,  

 October and December) ...................................  7:00 PM 

Nursing Home Services .......................................  See church calendar 

Parkview Care Center in Chapel 

    Annandale Care Center in Chapel 

 
Special Services 

 RLLC hosts the following special services during the year. 

• Mary’s Day Services in March 

• St. John’s Services in June 

• Youth Days in August 
Other Congregation Events 

RLLC supports spiritual health of the congregation with other non-service 
events throughout the year. 

• Bible Study Day - January 

• Couples Day – February 

• Ladies Visits – As Scheduled 

• Seniors Gatherings – As Scheduled 
 

The current church schedule as well as access to listen to services online is on 
the website (www.rllchurch.org). If there are last minute service schedule 
changes, they will be communicated at the website and through the Home 
Service group representatives. 
 

http://www.rllchurch.org/
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PASTORS 
Congregation Pastor: Jouko Haapsaari - 763-291-5818  

Assistant Pastor: Richard Nevala – 612-209-8159 

   
Todd Anderson  Joseph Lehtola 

Randall Herrala Nathan Muhonen 

Jeremy Honga Rodney Nikula 

Eric Jurmu Rodrick Sorvala 

Craig Kumpula Ray Waaraniemi 

Mark Lee  

  
SUNDAY SCHOOL & BIBLE SCHOOL 

 
Children attend Sunday School starting 1 year before they enter public school 
through the 9th grade.  The Sunday School year runs from the 1st Sunday after 
Labor Day to the last Sunday before Memorial Day.  The annual Sunday School 
picnic is held in the fall. 
 
Sunday School meets at 9:15 each Sunday morning. Grades Preschool to 
Second grade meet in the Dining room. Tables are set up for each individual 
class. Third grade through sixth grade meet in the sanctuary for opening 
prayers before separating into their individual classes. The older grades meet 
directly in their room. The seventh grade meets in the Mother’s room, Eighth 
Grade meets in the Resource room, and the Ninth Grade meets in the pastor’s 
office. 
 
The Sunday School has three programs during the year to celebrate Advent, 
Christmas, and Easter. The preschool to 2nd graders present a Christmas 
program. The 3rd to 6th grade students perform an Advent program in early 
December and the 7th to 9th graders have a program to celebrate Easter. 
 
To enroll your child/children in Sunday School, you may contact Gary Lehtola, 
Jackie Hendrickson, Andrew Skoog, or Katie Jurmu. 
  



Page 6  Revision 2017 

 

BIBLE CLASS 
 
Bible Class meets on Wednesday nights and is intended for the whole 
congregation. Preschoolers and Kindergartners meet in the coat room. The First 
and Second graders meet in the resource room. These two groups each have a 
short lesson and do a craft. The third and fourth graders meet in the Fellowship 
hall. The rest of the congregation meets in the sanctuary. The Bible Class 
lessons for each group is primarily on the same topic. This is intended to 
encourage family discussion about each lesson. 
 

HOME SERVICES 
 

Home services are held on the 1st Wednesday of February, April, October, and 
December in area homes.  These special services are held to get to know one 
another better through fellowship around the Word of God and Songs of Zion. 
 
The congregation is divided geographically into groups which fit comfortably in a 
home.  Each group has a representative who is responsible for arranging the 
service time and location, choosing a discussion topic, and taking a collection at 
the services for the benefit of the Home and Family diaconal fund. 
 
To support our ministers in the mission work of serving at local nursing homes, 
the Music committee schedules an Organist and a Song Leader and Home 
Service groups have been scheduled to participate in these services. This 
includes visiting with the residents following the service. Families are 
encouraged attend to support this work.  
 
If you are not part of a Home Service group, you may contact Heidi Loukusa or 
Lynette Loukusa. 

 
BOOKSTORE 

 
A number of LLC publications are available through the RLLC bookstore, 
located in the narthex.  The bookstore is open following all services and 
Wednesday evening activities. If you do not see an item you are looking for, you 
may request the bookstore to order it from LLC.  A complete listing of 
publications, including subscriptions, books, and audio publications are located 
on the LLC website, (www.llchurch.org). 
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HOME AND FAMILY COMMITTEE 

The Home and Family Committee has been established to serve congregation 
members. Family and Diaconal work is guided by Christ’s dual commandment 
of love: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second 
is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matt. 22:37-39) 

Family and Diaconal work is the work of the gospel and has always been done. 
Families and individual believers need support in our time when society, in 
general, is moving further and further away from God’s Word and the teachings 
of His congregation. In recent years, God’s kingdom has seen it good to renew 
and expand this important work to support one another in faith and in temporal 
trials. 

This work is both of a spiritual and temporal nature. The Committee wants to, 
not only support congregation members during times of need, for example, 
health issues, accident, unemployment, financial problems, special needs, etc. 
but to also help support the lives of faith with “preventative gospel work.” 
Matters are often of a private nature and are handled with confidentiality. 

To support the newborn children and their families, the congregation sets aside 
time during a service each month to acknowledge each newborn baby each 
month. This announcement includes a prayer and a song for the children born 
that month. If you would like your baby to be a part of this congregational event 
please fill out a form in the RLLC resources section of the RLLC website. 

Requests, suggestions, or questions may be directed to Committee members, 
speakers or a member of the Board of Trustees. Current Home and Family 
Committee Members are: Doug and Martha Forstie, Troy and Brita Fredrickson, 
Jouko and Pirkko Haapsaari, Eric and Niina Hill, Nealen and Corinne Jurmu, 
Mike and Linda Landa, Roger and Maria Mattila, Greg and Donna Muhonen, 
Brett and Kelsey Nikula, and Rod and Elaine Nikula. 
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RLLC INFORMATIONAL RESOURCES 
 
The RLLC communicates with the congregation in many different ways 
including the announcements at each service, the weekly newsletter, and the 
website. 
 
Service Announcements – RLLC has announcements following each church 
function. In general, these announcements are limited to church related events 
and the service schedule. To have an event announced during services, submit 
the written message to the service director prior to the service.  
 
RLLC Newsletter – The newsletter is provided at Sunday morning services or 
can be received via email. The newsletter contains the events for the coming 
weeks including the upcoming service schedule and other church functions. As 
well, the newsletter provides information about who is being asked to serve 
during the upcoming weeks. You may submit items to be published in the 
newsletter by email to rllcnewsletter@gmail.com.  Request email versions of the 
newsletter online through the RLLC Resources tab of the RLLC website. 

 
MEMBERSHIP/RECORD KEEPING 

 
We strive to keep the membership records up to date. If you are new to our 
congregation please fill out a membership form.  The membership form can be 
found in the back of the church or in the Resources tab of the RLLC website. To 
ensure accurate church records fill out the form completely. Also, if you have 
had a recent family change (wedding, birth, moved, etc.) we would like to know. 
Please write a note to rllchurchrecords@gmail.com, or by placing a note in the 
“Suggestions” box located on the wall in the Narthex. Thanks for your help! 

mailto:newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:rllchurchrecords@gmail.com
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CHURCH USE AND SCHEDULING 
 

The Board is responsible for planning the use of the Church. The use of the 
Church is used primarily for Church functions. Private events, such as weddings 
and anniversary parties may be scheduled by families as required. You may 
contact the church scheduler or use the scheduling email address 
rllcscheduling@gmail.com to request a specific date. A donation is appreciated 
for use of the Church to cover the church expenses. The church rental for 
members is a suggested donation of $300 for the entire church. For additional 
information refer to the RLLC Facility Use Policy in the resources tab of the 
RLLC website. 
 

FINANCES 
 
Communication on financial matters is an important element of work within the 
congregation.  The Board will provide updates concerning financial matters as 
necessary to the congregation.  A complete financial Annual Report is 
presented at the Annual Meeting.  Questions may be directed to any of the 
Board members. As approved by the congregation, to be a voting member at 
the Annual Meeting, you need to pay $240 in annual dues during the year the 
annual meeting is covering.   
 
The funds received from the congregation are used to support the work of the 
congregation and to support the central organization the Laestadian Lutheran 
Church (LLC).  
 
The RLLC financial support comes from proceeds from individual contributions, 
fundraising, and collections held at Sunday School, Bible Class, and Services.  
These funds support the operating expenses of the church, building loan 
payments and maintenance, minister salaries, LLC dues, and Christian 
Education expenses. 
 
Financial support in the form of Dues are encouraged for all members. Dues 
payments can be placed in the collection plate, in the box on the narthex wall, or 
give it directly to Lars Anderson or Paul Loukusa. As well, contributions can be 
made using a Credit Card either at the Bookstore, on the RLLC web page or by 
sending a text to 763-703-2876 with the amount you would like to contribute. 
Make sure to include the dollar sign before the amount. Example: $10. Within a 
few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link and 
enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card information (don’t use 
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automatic filling option). Once your registration is complete, you will receive a 
text verification and a receipt via email. For future giving, simply send a text 
amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically, so make sure you 
save the above-mentioned number to your contacts with a name ex. ‘RLLC 
collection’. 
 
The congregation realizes that each person’s financial situation is different, and 
we encourage each member to freely contribute what his or her personal 
situation allows.   
 
On behalf of the Rockford congregation members, LLC dues and a collection for 
Stony Lake Camp support and development (total $624 annually) are paid for all 
members who pay at least $240 in dues to RLLC in a year. These funds are 
used to support all areas of work supported by the LLC.  
 

Member Monthly RLLC 

Dues 

Regular $120 

Retired $100 

Student $60 
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LAESTADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
The Laestadian Lutheran Church (LLC) is the central organization of the 
Laestadian Lutheran congregations. RLLC is a member congregation and is 
part of the LLC Midwestern Area and in the camp support area for Stony Lake 
Camp (Park Rapids, Minnesota).  The LLC’s primary mission is to spread the 
gospel to all. This work is done through many areas of work including: 

• Pastoral 

• Christian Education 

• Publications  

• Mission work 
 

RLLC is part of the Stony Lake Camp support area. The LLC website contains 
information about activities held at Stony Lake Camp and other LLC supported 
services, camps and, other activities.   
 
Congregation members are encouraged to support Stony Lake Camp through 
the annual spring grounds clean-up, building maintenance projects, kitchen 
service, camp staff positions, and financially through contributions to the RLLC 
General Fund.  
 
The dues paid to the LLC are as follows:  
 
 per person (18 and older) 
 LLC Support $32.00/month 
 Stony Lake Support $10.00/month 
 Stony Lake Development $10.00/month 
  
For additional information about the LLC see the website www.llchurch.org. 
 
 
 



Page 12  Revision 2017 

 

CONGREGATION WORK   
 
The RLLC has many activities each week. These activities are organized and 
executed by volunteers from the congregation. This work is organized into 
committees. The organizational chart lists each individual committee head, who 
oversees the subcommittees.  As a congregation member, you can volunteer or 
may be asked to serve on a specific work committee.  When you are scheduled 
to serve, please make it a priority to provide your service.  If you are unable to 
do so, please notify your individual committee head and arrange for a 
replacement. 
 
For questions or comments pertaining to a particular committee, please contact 
the committee head listed in the organizational chart or a member of the Board 
of Trustees.  
 
A few of the committees are as follows: 
 
Coffee Committee 
 
Congregation ladies, confirmation age to 55, are assigned to a coffee 
committee.  These ladies are assigned to work in the kitchen primarily for coffee 
lunch on a Wednesday or Sunday evening. These committees may also be 
asked to help serve a meal at special services and other congregational events. 
Scheduling of committees is published in the newsletter.  It is the responsibility 
of each committee member to note when their committee is scheduled to serve. 

 
Cleaning Committee 
 
Congregation members are assigned to a cleaning crew.  The scheduling of 
cleaning crew(s) is published in the newsletter.  It is the responsibility of each 
committee member to note when their crew is scheduled to serve.  Your 
cleaning crew head will inform you of the actual cleaning schedule and which 
cleaning tasks you are to complete. 
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Pasty Committee 
 
Selling of pasties is a large source of income. Pasties are baked throughout the 
year requiring much help. There are pasty crews that do all of the tasks from 
buying of the ingredients to the final packaging. This is a fun way to get to know 
many in the congregation. 
 
Spring and Fall Markets 
 
Another large fundraising area for the congregation is the two craft and bake 
sales that occur in the spring and late fall. These sales need many volunteers to 
be successful. All talents are needed for these a sale. Please watch the 
announcements for opportunities to volunteer. 
 

Fundraising committee  
 
Fundraisers financially support the work of the Church. Participation in the 
different events promotes fellowship within the Church. If you have any ideas or 
would like to participate, contact Andrew Skoog or any member of the 
fundraising committee. 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
ROCKFORD LAESTADIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
The idea of a new congregation located between Minneapolis and Cokato was 
first raised in the 1980’s, a time during which the Minneapolis Congregation was 
outgrowing its Plymouth church.  More families had started moving west 
towards Rockford and Buffalo.  In May 1990, a group of believers began to 
gather at the Rockford Township Hall for Bible Class, Song Services, and 
occasional services. 
 
The RLLC was formally established as a congregation on August 21, 1991, with 
a total of 53 members.  The congregation Constitution and Bylaws were 
adopted in January 1992.  In February 1992, the congregation began to rent the 
Delano Middle School for Sunday morning services and Sunday School.  
Dedication Services were held on March 8, 1992.   
 
In December 1992, the congregation accepted a five acre donation of land from 
Kalevi and Susan Tarnanen, on which to build a church.  Five years later, an 
additional 5 acres of land were purchased.  Planning for the building project and 
fundraising activities began. 
 
A groundbreaking ceremony for phase 1 (dining hall) was held on March 22, 
1998 in conjunction with the RLLC Mary’s Day Services.  Over the next nine 
months, the dining hall was built by volunteer construction crews.  The 
congregation started holding services in the dining hall on February 7, 1999. 
 
With continued congregation growth, construction planning for phase 2 
(sanctuary) was initiated.  A groundbreaking ceremony for the sanctuary was 
held on May 12, 2002.  The sanctuary was also built by volunteer construction 
crews.  The first service was held in the new sanctuary on May 4, 2003. 
 
Dedication services were held June 20-22, 2003 in conjunction with St. John’s 
Services.  The Dedication Program included an opening sermon, congregational 
singing of the Dedication Song “Great King of Glory Come,” a history of the 
congregation and building project, a cantata based on Psalm 127, comments 
from the chairman of the Board of Trustees, greetings from several sister 
congregations, and a closing devotion. 
 
Since the beginning of our congregation, we have been blessed with many lay 
pastors. Ray Waaraniemi and Randall Herrala served as the Pastor and 
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Assistant Pastor faithfully for many years. At the 2007 annual meeting, following 
several years of congregational consideration, RLLC’s first full time pastor, 
Jouko Haapsaari was called. In July of that year, Jouko, Pirkko and family 
moved from Oulunsalo, Finland to serve our congregation. Ray was asked to 
continue as the Assistant Pastor and Randy’s duties continued to serve the 
congregation as a lay pastor. In 2015, Ray asked to retire from the Assistant 
Pastor role in which he faithfully served. Richard Nevala was chosen by the 
Board to support the congregation as the Assistant Pastor.  
 
In January, 2013, the Laestadian Lutheran Church of Monticello was 
established with 72 members primarily coming from RLLC. A farewell service 
was held in December 2012 to recognize those leaving for the Monticello 
Congregation. This service was meant to encourage the new congregation and 
to send them into their new congregation with God’s richest blessings. 
 
In 2017, Rockford Laestadian Lutheran Church celebrated its 25th anniversary. 
The formal celebration occurred during the 2017 St. John’s services. The festive 
services included visiting speakers, support from believers from throughout 
Zion, and a program to commemorate the 25 years of the congregation. 
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